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trading stations along the inner coast. The author's description of the lower 
Assiwaban gorge with falls in the lower part, hanging valleys and well- 
defined terraces makes the geological reader desire to visit the locality. The 
illustrations add to the value of this readable book. F. V. Emerson. 

The Aborigines of Minnesota. A Report based on the Collections of 
Jacob V. Brower, and on the Field Surveys and Notes of Alfred J. Hill and 
Theodore H. Lewis. Collated, Augmented and Described by N. H. Winchell. 
xiv and 761 pp. Maps, ills., index. The Minnesota Historical Society, St. 
Paul, Minn., 191 1. 12^ x gj4. 

This volume is crowded with a stunning amount of detail. It is hard to 
conceive that anything now remains to discover in connection with the story 
of the Indians in Minnesota. Yet there has been one great lack, an editor. 
It appears that this work was cumulative. It began with the collection of data 
by Alfred J. Hill. In this he availed himself of the field work of Theodore H. 
Lewis. Their work next devolved upon Jacob Vradenburg Brower. Last 
of all the accumulation fell into the hands of Prof. N. H. Winchell. The 
record is not inaptly, though somewhat with over-estimation, set forth by Prof. 
Winchell: "Mr. Hill plowed the field where Mr. Lewis sowed the seed, the 
fruit of which Mr. Brower garnered ; it is simply the putting of this fruit into 
the current markets of archaeology which has fallen to the writer." And to the 
lack of an editor must be added the lack of such an exhaustive index as should 
render this storehouse of facts available for use. 

It is possible to dip into these pages almost at random and emerge with 
something worth knowing, but there is nothing to direct the search. We 
would not seem to discredit the Minnesota Historical Association. It has pro- 
duced a monumental work at great expense. It is a credit to an unendowed 
society. The work is done with great and quite successful striving after 
mechanical accuracy. The best that can be expected of the work is that it 
shall be a storehouse for all time to come from which future students shall 
draw their material for topical monographs. William Churchill. 

British North America, 1763-1867. By A. Wyatt Tilby. Vol. Ill: The 
English People Overseas, vii and 44.1 pp. Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 
1911. 6s. 8x6. 

This is Vol. Ill of a series and bears the special title, British North 
America. It includes three of the so-called books of the series, IX, X, and XI. 
Book IX bears the rather unhappy title, "The Split of Empire," and traces the 
story of Canadian affairs from 1763 to 1801. Its chapters relate to the peace 
of 1763, the constitutional struggle of 1764-1774, the Imperial Civil War, or 
the American Revolution, the United States of America, and the constitution 
of Canada. These early chapters, as well as most of what follows, are dis- 
tinctly historical rather than geographical, and deal much more with political 
deeds and motives than with the land and man's relation to it. On page 106 is 
a passage fully recognizing the modifying agency of physical features. Refer- 
ring to the United States as still containing a part of the English people, it is 
observed that a change of government may modify the conditions of develop- 
ment, but will probably influence a people "less than the constant operation 
through several generations of a different climate and a fresh environment." 

Book X rehearses the "Call of the West." Here, in the account of the 
Northwest Passage, of the Hudson's Bay Company, and of the overland move- 
ment to the west, the geographer finds himself more at home. To many who 
look upon the Hudson's Bay Company as the great corporate pioneer of Canada, 
it is surprising to be told that during the first century of the life of this com- 
pany it added nothing to geographical knowledge, but, in the alliterative phrase 
of the author, "concentrated its attention on skins and not on science, on divi- 
dends and not on discovery." The call of the west includes that of the north 
as well, and ten pages are filled with Mackenzie's adventures along his great 
river. Book XI, "The Birth of the Canadian Nation," is again purely historical 
and is a short story of the steps that led up to the Union of 1867. 



